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Radiocarbon Dating 
 

 When an organism dies, ________________ stops being 
replenished and the ______________starts to decay 

 The ratio of ___________________ to ____________________ is 
measured. 

o  ______________ is the ______________ isotope 
o ______________  is the ______________ isotope 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Carbon dating only works for times less than _________________ 

Common Isotope Pairs 
 

 Since Radiocarbon dating only works for times less than ________,  
we can use other radioisotopes to measure older ages, because 
they have _______________ half lives

 

The Potassium Clock 
 

 Measures the ratio of Potassium-40 and _______________. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


